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Save the Date! 

the 

SASES Tours 
Information 

November 
1st - 5th  

2013 SASES 
Meetings - 
TAMPA, FL  
#SASES13 

November 
22nd  

SASES Times, 
November Issue 
Articles Deadline 

SASES Times 
Issue 3, Volume 1 | An Undergraduate Organization of ASA, CSSA, and SSSA 

Photo Credit: Emma Gantz 

IMPORTANT UPDATES for the 
2013 SASES National Meetings 
⇒ Registration - 5pm - 9pm on Friday night & 6:30am - 8am on 

Saturday morning. If you're coming later, there will also be 
SASES registration on Sunday in the Marriott before brunch. 

 
⇒ Pop with the Presidents - Free pizza lunch gives you the 

opportunity to rub elbows with the Societies' past, current, and 
incoming presidents. Sign up today!  

 
⇒ Clarification on Election Procedure - Saturday night, at the 

business meeting, voting delegates will receive a point of 
clarification for the elections, regarding National Officers giving 
testimonials for election candidates. Due to confusion over the 
issue, they will vote on the process. Please come with opinions. 

 
⇒ Volunteers - Electronic sign-ups for both 2014 Committee 

Positions and SASES Times articles are now available. Please 
consider getting involved, both are great opportunities! 
(Committee Positions close at the end of the last SASES 
Meeting.) 

Please take a look at the 
website to find details 

regarding your tour. Some 
tours may have special 
instructions or required 

clothing. 
 

SASES Tour #1: Hydric 
Soils 

Departs @ 8am 
 

SASES Tour #2: Turfgrass 
Departs @ 8am 

 
SASES Tour #3: Forage  

Departs @ 8am 
 

SASES Tour #4: Organic 
Farms  

Departs @ 8:30am 
 

SASES Tour #5: Research 
Centers 

Departs @ 7:30am 
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Officer Spotlight 
Tawney Caudle 

SASES Recording Secretary 

 

Fall 2013 
Education: Senior at Colorado State University 

Major: International Crop and Soil Sciences 
What is your involvement in your university's club? 

I am the vice president of the Colorado State University 
Agronomy Club!  I plan and assist in all the activities we do! 

What do you enjoy most about being a National 
Officer?  I love working with my national officer team because 

they are all awesome! 
Favorite SASES Memory?  My favorite memory of SASES 

was making new friends at the national meeting and becoming 
best friends with my own club members! 

One piece of advice for members:  Always be your best and 
 have fun! 

Plans after graduation: Travel the world and eliminate  
world hunger! 

Last week, I attended a special lecture about Norman Borlaug, given 
by Noel Vietmeyer, one of Borlaug’s lifetime friends. Vietmeyer was visiting 
Colorado State University to speak to the students about the statue of 
Norman Borlaug being placed on Capital Hill in Washington D.C.  The 
statue will be dedicated on March 25, 2014 in Statuary Hall to 
commemorate what would be Borlaug’s 100th birthday. Borlaug is the 
only scientist to currently be honored in that hall. Borlaug will join the 
likes of American heroes such as Rosa Parks, George Washington, and 
others for their contributions to society.   

Vietmeyer also gave a glimpse of who Norman Borlaug was not 
only a scientist, but as a person.  He described Borlaug as “Indian 
Jones” because of his adventurous nature.  Of course, Vietmeyer also 
elaborated on Borlaug’s accomplishment of improving grain 
production to feed the world, but the neatest part of the lecture was 
hearing the personal stories of Borlaug’s struggles and optimistic 
attitude that led to his success.   

Throughout the lecture, Vietmeyer made sure that as students, 
we knew that we were in the best place possible to make a great difference in our 

world.  Vietmeyer quoted Borlaug saying that 
earning an education in crop and soil sciences and 
other agricultural majors is the best way to be 
able to tackle our world problems now and in our 
future.    

Overall, listeing to this lecture opened my 
eyes to the endless possibilities we have as SASES 
members to be the next “Norman Borlaugs” of 
our world; from this lecture I gained a deep 
appreciation for individuals such as Norman 
Borlaug and Noel Veitmeyer that had the courage 
and determination to persevere to success that 
ultimately changed our world for the better.     

Borlaug: Life and Legacy 

L to R: Noel Veitmeyer, Tawney Bleak, Mr. Byrd, Nikayla 
Strauss, and Jim Quick. 
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As autumn descends over the Ozark 
Mountains of Northwest Arkansas, the 
University of Arkansas (UA) Crop, Soil, and 
Environmental Sciences (CSES) Club is actively 
involved in projects promoting 
agronomic education and 
community outreach on 
campus and in the 
community. The UA CSES 
Club members and volunteers 
strive to educate students and 
community members about 
agriculture, soil, and the 
importance of sustainable 
management of our natural 
resources.  
 The UA CSES Club is 
constantly looking towards the 
future, whether it is planning 
for meetings, educational 
outreach programs, or club 
projects. We strive for results 
that are both immediate and sustainable into the 
future. To be sustainable, one must be open to 
new ideas and approaches, willing to try a new 
approach to revive a worthy but previous project, 
and/or immerse oneself in new areas to tackle 
challenging problems.  The UA CSES Club has 
re-initiated a large-scale food waste-composting 
project that has the potential to make a huge 
impact on campus. In 2011 the UA diverted 2.54 
metric tons of food and paper waste from a 
dining facility on campus to compost, but 
unfortunately the project was discontinued. 
Now, the UA CSES Club members will be 
responsible for maintaining and operating the 
composting facility throughout the year. The 
challenges in this project lie not just in re-
initiating the composting, but in how to maintain 
the long-term excitement for and commitment to 
the project.  
 This project will not be completed in one 
day, a few weeks, or six months from now. To 
be sustainable the UA CSES Club is building a 
foundation and a structure to promote continued 
viability as students and university personnel 
turn over. Designing an efficiently run system 

where participants’ responsibilities are defined, 
easy, and routine is one component. Establishing 
communication among the UA CSES Club, the 
UA Office of Sustainability, and the Arkansas 

Division of Agriculture, and 
defining a protocol that creates a 
process that works within 
logistical constraints are parts 
that are currently being worked 
on so that our food waste 
composting project will 
continue and expand in the 
years to come.  
 By diverting food wastes 
to the composting project, the 
costs and amount of wastes 
directed to local landfills will be 
reduced, thus reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions of 
methane. The UA CSES Club is 
doing its part in helping the 
University of Arkansas promote 

a culture of sustainability. 
 The UA CSES Club has also been active in 
other activities this fall. These events include 
sponsoring the UA CSES Departmental Fall Picnic 
for faculty, staff, and students, and hosting an 
Arkansas crops and soils educational booth at the 
2nd annual Harvest Moon Festival at Happy 
Hollow Elementary School in Fayetteville, AR. In 
addition to other events planned this semester, 
several UA CSES Club members are looking 
forward to attending the ASA Annual Meeting in 
Tampa, Florida in November. Many club members 
will be participating in the SASES tours and 
presenting at the SASES student competitions held 
at the annual meetings. Students will also use this 
opportunity to network with fellow SASES 
students and industry peers. With numerous 
activities underway this fall, it is a great time to be 

Cory Johnson | University of Arkansas  

 

Just Another Ozark Autumn 
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Download the App!  Smooth Sumac 
Identification 

Fall 2013 

Photo Credit: Brook Morris 

As fall quickly approaches, along with winter, we have all noticed plants everywhere changing colors. 
Many of these plants are actually range plants, and one of the very first, in my experience, to begin 
changing color is that of smooth sumac, Rhus glabra. This plant is a woody species that is found growing 
on rocky slopes, and, for those new to identifying plants, it can be easy to mistake for a milkweed 
because if you break off a piece the plant leaks milky juice. Other identifying features to look for are the 
serrated margins on the oblong leaf, it is glabrous (meaning it has no hairs), and the leaves are pinnately 
compound.  During the fall season it turns a wonderful bright to darkened red depending on the leaf’s 
senescing stage. Next time you are out hiking, or checking on your cattle see if you can identify this 
plant! 

Special thanks to Dr. Clenton Owensby for teaching the range 
field and plant identification course at Kansas State University 
where I learned all of my identification information! 

Brook Morris | Kansas State University 

 

Download the 
2013 MySci 

Mtgs app! The 
app can be 

downloaded on 
any of these 

devices: 
Android, Apple,  
or Blackberry. 

 
Visit 

ascmeetings.org 
for the link! 

Agricultural Innovation Prize  
This competition encourages student teams to develop 
innovative ways to address the social and agricultural 

challenges within food systems. The goal is to then use those 
real-world plans to improve the standard of living and quality 
of life for the world's population.  Entries must be a product, 
service, technology, or process (no policy, marketing, etc). 

 
Team will compete for the chance to win a grand prize of $100,000, with a total of 
$215,000 in cash awards - this is the largest student-focused competition on 

agriculture in the world. 
Submissions are invited beginning December 1, 2013 and will close February 

28, 2014 (11:59 pm central standard time).  
Please visit www.agprize.com for more information. 
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From SASES President to Housewife: Jessie’s Journey 

Fall 2013 

     For those of you 
who don't know me, 
or at least don't 
recognize my new 
name, I am Jessie 
(Zimmerman) Wyrill.  
I served as the 2012 
SASES President.  I 
graduated from 
Kansas State in 
December with a 
degree in agronomy 
and an emphasis in 
plant science and biotechnology. 
 
      I was honored to be invited to contribute to 
this edition of the SASES Times.  So I 
thought I would share a little advice for the 
upcoming meetings and let you all know 
what I have been up to in the last year. 
 
Here is my advice for making the national 

meetings the best experience you can 
make it. 

1. Bring an updated resume - You never know 
when you will run into someone that has 
connections with an internship, future job, or 
graduate school opportunity.  Be prepared for 
anything! 
2. Be prepared to talk to fellow students, 
professors, and industry leaders - Undergraduate 
and graduate students, faculty, and industry leaders 
will have their research on display.  Look at the list of 
presentations ahead of time and find some you want to 
attend.  It is important to meet new contacts at the 
meetings. 
3. Be ready to become friends with some pretty 
awesome people - SASES brings students from all over 
together in one place.  Take advantage of this and find 
some new friends! 
4. Attend all of the SASES meetings.  You will find 
out important information and learn about everything 
that is going on at the annual meetings.  Go on a tour 
and don't miss it because you wanted to sleep in.  The 
officers and tour coordinators spent a lot of time 
putting them together for you to enjoy! 
5. Enjoy yourself - My favorite trip during 

college was attending the 
meetings in Long Beach, 
California.  We went on a 
tour of agriculture in the San 
Joaquin Valley.  I will never 
forget that trip. It was 
amazing. 
 
     And what have I been 
up to since I graduated?  I 
have been very busy!  In 
April, I married a fellow 
agronomy student from K-

State and we moved to his family's farm.  I am a 
full-time farm wife and help out on the farm when I 
am needed.  We raise corn, soybeans, grain 

sorghum, wheat, and sunflowers 
and raise black Angus cattle.   

     

 In 
September, I started a blog about 
my experiences on the farm.  If you would like to 
keep up with the life of a farmer's wife, check out: 
snapshotsofakansasfarm.blogspot.com. I am also a 
contributor on another blog called Housewives of 
Rural America.  You can read all about the 
housewives at: ruralhousewives.com.  I spend 
much of my free time taking pictures of farm 
scenes.  You can check out my latest photography 
on my blog and our Facebook page, Snapshots of a 
Kansas Farm. 

Jessie Wyrill | Kansas State 

Alum, former SASES President 

 



 

 

Mark Sullivan - President  
Brandon Gerrish - Vice President  
Elizabeth Newell - Membership Liaison 
Tawney Caudle - Recording Secretary 
Bailey Morrell - Corresponding Secretary  
 
 
 

 

 

Dr. David Weaver - Auburn University 
Dr. Mary Savin - University of Arkansas 
Dr. Steve Hague - Texas A&M University 
Emily Fuger - ASA, CSSA, & SSSA Liaison  

 

 

  
Email me your 

articles @ 
bmorrell@iastate

.edu! 

SASES Advisors  

THE LOREM IPSUMS FALL 2013 

2013 Officer Team 

Don’t forget to follow 
us on Twitter! We will 

be using: 

#SASES13  
WHO’S EXCITED FOR TAMPA!?  

(I’ve had Tampa’s weather updates coming to my phone since the conclusion of 
the Texas A&M Regional Meeting, if that tells you anything...) 

 
      In all seriousness though, so much work has gone into these 
meetings, and we (the SASES officers and advisors) encourage you to 
make the most of this trip. For some of you that will be through 
networking; for others, it will be giving out your resume to company at 
the career fair, or maybe its perfecting your presentation for competition 
day. …Whatever your reasons for joining us at this year’s SASES 
National Meetings, we’re glad you are! (THAT is definitely something 
worth getting excited about!) 
 
     I believe the other officers would echo my gratitude for the time that 
you have allowed us all to serve this wonderful organization! We are also 
especially thankful to all individuals who have contributed to this 
publication. It has been really fun getting these articles in my inbox. You 
all are doing such great things in your clubs and communities, and I am 
glad that we now have an outlet to share those them through! If you have 
any interest in writing an article for the SASES Times, please let me 

know. I would be happy 
to include it in an 
upcoming issue. 
 
See you all in Tampa! 
 

Letter from the Editor 

Safe travels, 
Bailey  Mor rel l  | Iowa State University 
SASES Corresponding Secretary 
SASES Times Managing Editor 


