
ASA Board of Directors Conference Call 
February 4, 2009 

(Call started at 11:00 AM Central Standard Time; ended at 12:10 PM) 
 
The meeting was called to order by President Mark Alley.  Board participants were: 
 

Marcus M. Alley, ASA President 
Francis J. Pierce, ASA President-Elect 
Kenneth J. Moore, ASA Past President 
Chad Lee, A-4 Board Rep. 
Deanna L. Osmond, A-5 Board Rep. 
Steven E. Petrie, A-7 Board Rep. 
John F. Shanahan, A-8 Board Rep. 
T. Scott Murrell, A-9 Board Rep. 
Robert B. Mitchell, Provisional A-10 Board Rep. 
Kathleen M. Yeater, Provisional A-11 Board Rep. 
Tom W. Bruulsema, ICCA Registrants Board Rep. 
Also present: 
Fran Katz, Chief Operations Officer and Director of Publications 
Wes Meixelsperger, Chief Financial Officer 
Susan Chapman, Director of Member Services 
Keith Schlesinger, Director of Meetings and Conventions 
Luther Smith, Director of Certification Programs 
Cathy Goudreau, Recorder 

 
A003 Board of Directors 
1.  ACTION:  It was moved by Tom Bruulsema to approve the January 7, 2009 ASA Board of 
Directors conference call minutes.  Seconded by Deanna Osmond.  Carried unanimously. 
 
2.  The next Board conference call is scheduled for March 4, 2009 at 11:00 AM Central Standard 
Time. 
 
A093 Certification Programs 
1.  Mark Alley reported that details continue to be worked out with IRRI and the Gates Foundation 
grant regarding implementation of an ICCA program in India.  It is anticipated that Society 
representatives will travel to India in April to provide initial training for the board that will set up the 
performance objectives and write the exam. 
 
2.  Mark Alley informed the Board of the on-line educational courses being offered particularly for 
individuals in ASA’s certification programs. 
 
A201 Organization, Policy, and Bylaws 
Legal counsel has advised that the Headquarters building not be transferred from ASA to the Alliance 
of Crop, Soil, and Environmental Science Societies (ACSESS).  As a supporting organization, 
ACSESS will not engage in the kinds of educational activities that ASA is engaged in, and such a 
transfer would likely subject the real estate to property taxation by the city of Madison.  The Board 
reviewed the proposed real estate agreement between ASA and ACSESS addressing the building’s 
use, maintenance, expenses, and related matters. 
 
ACTION:  It was moved by Robert Mitchell to approve the real estate agreement, with minor 
editorial changes, and authorize Mark Alley and Ellen Bergfeld to sign on behalf of ASA.  Seconded 
by Fran Pierce.  Carried unanimously. 
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A211 Budget and Finance 
Steve Petrie reported that as of the end of December 2008 total revenues were 99.6% of budget.  As 
anticipated, a large adjustment to the defined benefit retirement plan was required due to the loss in 
the market.  If revenue remains stable and spending continues to remain controlled, ASA may return 
to reporting positive operating income for 2009. 
 
ACS237 Membership and Society Identity 
Effective with the 2009 membership year, Emeritus members (both current and incoming) pay 50 
percent of the active member dues.  Susan Chapman will be requested to provide statistics on the 
2009 renewal rate for Emeritus members. 
 
ACS536 Science Policy 
The ASA and ICCA Executive Committees will travel to Washington, DC February 9-11 for the 
purpose of gaining recognition in climate change legislation. 
 
A711 Program Planning 
1.  Fran Pierce provided an update on the 2009 annual meeting.  All topical sessions and symposia 
have been identified.  Assessment of the Z series proposals has been completed.  The plenary 
sessions are scheduled and potential speakers have been identified.  Although the lectureships were 
facing funding issues due to the national financial situation, all of the lectureships will be held. 
 
2.  The Board reconsidered the following action taken at the April 24-25, 2007 Board meeting: 

 
A person would only be eligible to present in division symposia in only those Societies for which 
they hold membership (i.e. an ASA only member could not present in a CSSA division).  This 
refers to oral and poster presentations, not invited symposia speakers 

 
It was noted that the action was one of several recommendations from the Budget and Finance 
Committee relative to dues restructuring.  It was anticipated that the membership requirement would 
bring in additional members.  The action was not implemented for 2008 because of the joint annual 
meeting with the Geological Society of America.  CSSA has retained their membership requirement 
to present a paper in a CSSA Division; SSSA has revoked their membership requirement to present a 
paper in an SSSA Division. 
 
After discussing the pros and cons of the action, it was the consensus of the Board that ASA should 
encourage participation by allowing paper presentations by nonmembers. 
 
ACTION:  It was moved by Fran Pierce to revoke the ASA membership requirement for authors of 
volunteer papers at the ASA annual meeting.  Seconded by John Shanahan.  Carried unanimously. 
 
 
 
Meeting adjourned. 
 


