
 

 

ASA Board of Directors Conference Call 
August 15, 2008 

(Call started at 11:00 AM CDT; ended at 11:55 AM) 
 
The meeting was called to order by President Ken Moore.  Board participants were: 
 

Kenneth J. Moore, ASA President 
Marcus M. Alley, ASA President-Elect 
Jerry L. Hatfield ASA Past President 
John G. Graveel, A-1 Board Rep. 
Robert M. Lacey, A-2 Board Rep. 
Jim R. Kiniry, A-3 Board Rep. 
Robert N. Klein, A-4 Board Rep. 
Deanna L. Osmond, A-5 Board Rep. 
Roland J. Buresh, A-6 Board Rep. 
Steven E. Petrie, A-7 Board Rep. 
T. Scott Murrell, A-9 Board Rep. 
Wallace W. Wilhelm, Provisional A-10 Board Rep. 
Kathleen M. Yeater, Provisional A-11 Board Rep. 
Tom W. Bruulsema, ICCA Registrants Board Rep. 
Kenneth A. Barbarick, ASA Editor-in-Chief, ex-officio 
Ellen Bergfeld, Chief Executive Officer, ex-officio 
 
Also present: 
Francis J. Pierce, Incoming ASA President-Elect 
Wes Meixelsperger, Chief Financial Officer 
Susan Chapman, Director of Member Services 
Karl Glasener, Director of Science Policy 
Cathy Goudreau, Recorder 
 

A003 Board of Directors 
1.  ACTION:  It was moved by Tom Bruulsema to approve the July 9, 2008 ASA Board of Directors 
Conference Call minutes.  Seconded by John Graveel.  Carried. 
 
2.  The next Board conference call is scheduled for September 3, 11:00 AM Central Daylight Time. 
 
A101 Nominations for ASA President-Elect 
The A101 Nominations for ASA President-Elect Committee is composed of the most recent Past 
Chairs, the year the election is held, from each of the ASA Divisions.  The ASA Past President, the 
year the election is held, serves as Chair of the committee.  It is anticipated that future ASA 
President-Elect candidates should have past Board experience, therefore, the Executive Committee 
proposed that the A101 committee be composed of members of the Board of Directors. 
 
ACTION:  It was moved by Steve Petrie that the A101 Nominations for ASA President-Elect 
Committee consist of three members of the Board of Directors not serving on the Organization, 
Policy, and Bylaws Committee or the Budget and Finance Committee.  The ASA Past President, the 
year the election is held, will continue to Chair the committee.  Seconded by Jerry Hatfield.  Carried. 
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A201 Organization, Policy, and Bylaws 
Jerry Hatfield provided a brief summary of the August 5-6, 2008 ACSESS Board meeting.  ACSESS 
has a tax ID number, the Federal forms for 501(c)(3) status have been filed, and plans are to move 
forward with ACSESS January 1, 2009.  The ACSESS Board also spent time addressing the 
mechanics and how it will operate as a support organization.  The Agronomic Science Foundation 
Board of Trustees met with the ACSESS Board and recommended the implementation of a 
centralized model for Society fundraising activities.  The recommendation was agreed to in concept, 
however, the Foundation is awaiting a final report from the consultants to determine our fund raising 
potential. 
 
A201.4.14 International Agronomy Task Force 
Roland Buresh provided a general overview of the International Agronomy Task Force report on 
behalf of J.K. Ladha, the Task Force Chair.  The goal of the task force was to foster growth in 
international involvement in ASA by providing better services and support to international members.  
The findings and recommendations of the report addressed the annual meetings, membership, 
intellectual property, member services, and programs for global outreach.  The Board addressed the 
following areas of the report: 
 
▪ General category - compose a Society-wide leadership team for ‘ASA Global.’  This would be a 

five to seven member committee drawn from across the Society to coordinate and promote all 
international activities.  The leadership team will also have the responsibility of developing a 
plan of action that further develops, modifies, and advances the recommendations of the task 
force. 

 
ACTION:  It was moved by Jerry Hatfield to compose a Society-wide leadership team for ASA 
Global.  Seconded by Bob Lacey.  Carried. 

 
Ken Moore will appoint the committee in the next couple months.  Board members were 
encouraged to forward names of individuals to appoint to the committee. 

 
▪ Membership category - recommend the Society build connections with international scientific 

societies with reciprocal arrangements that offer reduced-rate or free membership to sister 
societies around the globe. 

 
As a result of discussions at the International Grassland Congress, Ken Moore reported that the 
Societies have developed a Memorandum of Understanding with the Chinese Grassland Society 
and will welcome Chinese scientists to be members with annual dues that correspond to the 
developing country rate.  Ellen Bergfeld will work with ASA Global on developing a process to 
better facilitate these types of connections. 

 
▪ Member Services category - recommend an International Perspectives column in CSA News.   
 

Susan Chapman reported that plans are already underway to begin this process. 
 
▪ Programs for Global Outreach category - addresses the opportunities to advance the ICCA 

program globally. 
 

Ellen Bergfeld reported that Society and ICCA leadership will learn some time in September if 
their grant to start an ICCA type program in India receives funding.  ICCA leadership is also 
involved in discussions with Argentina. 
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▪ Programs for Global Outreach category - The Agronomists without Borders concept has the 
potential to significantly raise the international profile of ASA and build a better appreciation 
for the importance of agricultural research and outreach to global development. 

 
Ellen Bergfeld is in the process of investigating the possibility of partnering with Scientists 
Without Borders rather than creating a totally separate program.  Staff is also preparing a cost 
estimate to develop a scaled down version of the program on the Societies’ database. 

 
A211 Budget and Finance 
Steve Petrie provided a brief summary of the August 6-7, 2008 Budget and Finance Committee 
meeting.  As of June 30, 2008 revenue is up $158,000 compared to June 30, 2007.  Expenses are 
down about $153,000 compared to June 30, 2007.  Net change is that ASA is $108,000 in the black 
compared to $240,000 in the red in 2007.  It is anticipated that the 2008 annual meeting will be 
slightly less profitable than forecasted.  As a whole, the portfolio is down about 4% for the year. 
 
ACTION:  Per the recommendation of the B&F Committee, Steve Petrie moved that library 
subscription rates be tied to the Higher Education Price Index.  Seconded by Robert Klein.  Carried. 
 
ACTION:  Per the recommendation of the B&F Committee, Mark Alley moved that page charges be 
tied to the Higher Education Price Index.  Seconded by Steve Petrie.  Carried. 
 
Steve Petrie will provide a written report for discussion on the September Board conference call 
addressing the need for a study on allocation of indirect costs to ASA. 
 
A301 Editorial Affairs, Policies, and Practices 
An Evaluation Committee composed of the ASA journal editors, current Editor-in-Chief, and 
Executive Committee reviewed two outstanding applications for ASA Editor-in-Chief.  Per ASA 
Bylaws, the Editor-in-Chief is nominated by the President and confirmed by the Board of Directors. 
 
ACTION:  Per the recommendation received from ASA President Ken Moore, Mark Alley moved to 
confirm the appointment of Warren Dick to a 3-year term (January 1, 2009-December 31, 2011) as 
ASA Editor-in-Chief.  Seconded by John Graveel.  Carried. 
 
A711 Program Planning 
Mark Alley provided a brief report on a conference call with ASA, CSSA, SSSA, GSA, and Gulf 
Coast Society staff and leadership to develop a plan to adjust costs for the 2008 annual meeting if 
registration numbers do not reach the projected benchmarks.  Headquarters is working diligently and 
he is cautiously optimistic the meeting budget will end in the black. 
 
A800 Scientific Affairs 
Following the July 9, 2008 Board conference call, Jerry Hatfield provided the Board with a modified 
budget for the second Farming Systems Design Symposium, August 23-27, 2009 in Monterey, 
California.  The Board subsequently approved moving forward with the symposium, via an email 
vote. 
 
 
Meeting adjourned. 


