
ASA Board of Directors Conference Call 
February 6, 2008 

(Call started at 11:00 AM CST; ended at 12:00 Noon) 
 
The meeting was called to order by President Ken Moore.  Board participants were: 
 

Kenneth J. Moore, ASA President 
Marcus M. Alley, ASA President-Elect 
Jerry L. Hatfield ASA Past President 
Robert M. Lacey, A-2 Board Rep. 
Jim R. Kiniry, A-3 Board Rep. 
Robert N. Klein, A-4 Board Rep. 
Roland J. Buresh, A-6 Board Rep. 
Steven E. Petrie, A-7 Board Rep. 
T. Scott Murrell, A-9 Board Rep. 
Gary E. Varvel, Substitute for Wallace W. Wilhelm, Provisional A-10 Board Rep. 
Kathleen M. Yeater, Provisional A-11 Board Rep. 
Kenneth A. Barbarick, ASA Editor-in-Chief, ex-officio 
Ellen Bergfeld, Chief Executive Officer, ex-officio 
 
Also present: 
Don Bullock, Agronomy Journal Editor 
Fran Katz, Chief Operations Officer and Director of Publications 
Susan Chapman, Director of Member Services 
Ian Popkewitz, Director of IT and Operations 
Cathy Goudreau, Recorder 
 

A003 Board of Directors 
1.  ACTION:  It was moved by Robert Klein to approve the January 2, 2008 ASA Board of 
Directors Conference Call minutes.  Seconded by Jerry Hatfield.  Carried unanimously. 
 
2.  The focus of the April 14-16 Board retreat will be on Division alignment, the profession of 
agronomy, and international agronomy.  Ken Moore encouraged the Board to let him know if 
they have interest in a particular topic and can contribute to the discussion and/or leadership of 
that topic. 
 
A092.4 International Certified Crop Advisers 
Jerry Hatfield has been gathering information relative to types of services provided to the various 
ICCA state boards.  A proposal regarding management fees for local ICCA boards was 
developed and has been approved by the ICCA Executive Committee. 
 
ACTION:  Per the recommendation received, it was moved by Jerry Hatfield to approve a $200 
annual management fee, per local ICCA board, to offset the expense of providing services to the 
local boards.  Seconded by Mark Alley.  Carried unanimously. 
 
A101 Nominations for President-Elect 
Jerry Hatfield encouraged the Board members to vote in the ASA elections which opened 
February 4. 
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A211 Budget and Finance 
Steve Petrie briefly reviewed the ASA, CSSA, and SSSA Statement of Revenues and Expenses 
for the twelve months ending December 31, 2007.  Ken Moore indicated more time will be 
devoted to discussion of budget issues on the March conference call. 
 
ACS237 Membership and Society Identity 
Ian Popkewitz reported that proposals for complete redesign of ASA’s website have been 
received and will be reviewed by staff in the near future.  In addition, an ASA Board website has 
been developed.  Ken Moore indicated that the Board website will continue to evolve.  
Conference call agendas and supporting documentation, along with other pertinent materials, 
will be posted to the Board website. 
 
A302 Agronomy Journal 
Don Bullock chaired a committee charged with preparing a response to recommendations 
contained in the November 2007 Agronomy Journal Review Task Force report.  Other members 
of the committee were Ken Barbarick, ASA Editor-in-Chief; Brent Godshalk, Crop Science 
Editor; and Jeff Volenec, former CSSA Editor-in-Chief.  Don reported on the committee’s 
recommended changes to the makeup and mechanism of the Agronomy Journal Editorial Board 
with a goal to implement many of the changes recommended in the November 2007 Agronomy 
Journal Review Task Force report.  The committee recommends the following changes be 
implemented in July 2008: 
 

1)  That the Agronomy Journal scope be changed to “Agronomy Journal publishes peer-
reviewed articles reporting original research findings and technological information on all 
aspects of agriculture, and natural resource and life sciences.  It encourages submission of 
manuscripts that enhance application, transfer, and synthesis of information.  These would 
include articles that transfer production-oriented information to a wide range of 
professional agriculturalists, as well as other disciplines such as ecology, environmental 
science, animal science, weed science, agricultural economics, entomology, plant 
pathology, horticulture, climatology, range science, and forestry.” 

 
2)  That the Agronomy Journal adopt a goal of a median of 55 days from the time of 

manuscript submission to final decision.  A restructuring of the Editorial Board and 
increased attention to timely review will be the initial efforts toward this goal.  The 
restructured Editorial Board will consist of the Editor, Senior Associate Editors, and 
Associate Editors. 

 
3)  That the Agronomy Journal Editorial Board be increased by approximately 50 percent to 

achieve the objectives of increasing international exposure and scope of the Agronomy 
Journal as well as provide timely reviews without an excessive work load.  The majority 
of the increase will come from scientists outside of the U.S. and Canada and from 
scientists outside of traditional agronomic disciplines in order to achieve the international 
exposure and increased scope objectives. 

 
4)  That the Agronomy Journal Editorial Board replace Manuscript Tracker in favor of 

Manuscript Central for all new manuscripts on July 1, 2008.  Manuscript Central is being 
used by Crop Science and has proven to have features that allow improved tracking of 
manuscripts and reviews. 
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ACTION:  It was moved by Jerry Hatfield to accept the recommended changes for Agronomy 
Journal.  Seconded by Steve Petrie.  Carried with one Board member opposed. 
 
A conference call with the Agronomy Journal Editorial Board and ASA Executive Committee is 
scheduled for February 12 to discuss implementation of the above changes. 
 
ACS526 Women in Agronomy, Crops, Soils, and Environmental Sciences 
Susan Chapman reported that the Women in Agronomy, Crops, Soils, and Environmental 
Sciences Committee will introduce a new award this year to recognize an individual whose 
efforts have encouraged the advancement of girls and women in the agronomic sciences.  The 
award will consist of a plaque and a luncheon ticket. 
 
ACS536 Washington Presence 
Due to time constraints, Ken Moore will report on a recent Washington meeting during the 
March Board conference call. 
 
A711 Program Planning 
Mark Alley provided an update on program planning activities for the 2008 joint annual meeting 
of ASA, CSSA, SSSA, GSA, and the Gulf Coast Association of Geological Societies.  Symposia 
are in place and have been posted.  The Board was requested to provide suggestions of a speaker 
for the York Lectureship dealing with the global water crises.  Input is also being sought for a 
high-impact speaker on the overall theme of globalization of biogeochemical cycles. 
 
A800 Scientific Affairs 
Jerry Hatfield provided a progress report on development of the Verification and Audit System 
for Carbon and Carbon Equivalent Trading Protocols proposal.  Three entities are considering 
the proposal to partner with ASA to develop the protocols.  The Board will be kept informed of 
progress. 
 
 
The next Board call is scheduled for March 5, 2008 at 11:00 AM Central Standard Time. 
 
Meeting adjourned. 


