
ASA Board of Directors Conference Call 
October 3, 2007 

(Call started at 11:00 AM CDT; ended at 12:10 AM) 
 
The meeting was called to order by President Jerry Hatfield.  Board participants were: 
 

Jerry L. Hatfield, ASA President 
Kenneth J. Moore, ASA President-Elect 
David A. Sleper, ASA Past President 
Mary H. Wiedenhoeft, A-1 Board Rep 
Robert N. Klein, A-4 Board Rep. 
Mark L. McFarland, A-5 Board Rep. 
Steven E. Petrie, A-7 Board Rep. 
Newell R. Kitchen, A-8 Board Rep. 
T. Scott Murrell, A-9 Board Rep. 
E. James Dunphy, ICCA Registrants Board Rep. 
Ellen Bergfeld, Chief Executive Officer, ex-officio 
 
Also participating: 
Marcus M. Alley, Incoming President-Elect 
Deanna L. Osmond, Incoming A-5 Board Rep. 
Tom W. Bruulsema, Incoming ICCA Registrants Board Rep. 
Mary Savin, Education Task Force Chair 
Susan Chapman, Director of Member Services 
Cathy Goudreau, Recorder 

 
A003 ASA Board of Directors 
The ASA Board of Directors will meet on November 8 during the annual meetings in New Orleans, 
thus this conference call is the last official Board meeting for several members.  Jerry Hatfield 
expressed appreciation to retiring Board members David Sleper, Mary Wiedenhoeft, 
Mark McFarland, and Jim Dunphy for their service and dedication to the Society. 
 
A201.4 Strategic Planning 
1.  Mary Savin presented the final report from the Education Task Force.  The task force was 
originally appointed to evaluate the future of ASA’s educational programs.  A survey was conducted 
for feedback from the membership addressing goals, target audiences, types of programs and modes 
of delivery.  The task force report contains the following recommendations:  1) first and foremost, 
improve ASA’s website; 2) interact with other disciplines, technologies, societies and groups; and 
3) technical training/workshops. 
 
The Board expressed appreciation for the outstanding report.  It is anticipated that a summary of the 
report and recommendations will be shared with the membership via CSA News. 
 
2.  As a follow-up to action taken at the July 11 Board meeting to hire a full-time web 
manager/designer and to appoint an editorial type board or advisory group for the website, 
Ellen Bergfeld and Susan Chapman reported that staff is beginning to work on content and are 
seeking an advisory group of 8-10 people to help create the scientific content.  It is anticipated that 
additional content focusing on agronomy will be posted by the annual meetings. 
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A500 Profession Advancement 
The Board discussed an invitation from CSSA to participate in their Golden Opportunity Scholars 
Institute program which was initiated to develop an outstanding cadre of young crop scientists to 
provide leadership in coming decades. Due to the diversity of backgrounds coming into the program, 
and the fact that mentors have come from all three Societies, CSSA is exploring the feasibility of 
expanding the program to include ASA and SSSA.  Obtaining endowment level funding for the 
program is the number one priority for CSSA.  The Agronomic Science Foundation has indicated it 
would be more effective in raising funds if the program were broadened to include ASA and SSSA.  
Although details of how each Society would participate remain to be worked out, it was the general 
consensus of the Board to explore participation in the program, while emphasizing the strong 
undergraduate program that already exists at the annual meetings.  Jerry Hatfield will respond to the 
invitation on behalf of the Board. 
 
A711 Program Planning 
1.  Ken Moore will work with Ellen Bergfeld to draft an agenda for the November 8 Board meeting 
in New Orleans.  The agenda and background material will be provided to the Board in advance of 
the meeting. 
 
2.  The Board discussed a list of items for the Board Reps. to take to their Division business meetings 
in New Orleans.  The list will be circulated to the Board prior to the annual meeting.  Steve Petrie, 
B&F Chair, will provide a one-page summary on the financial status of ASA for distribution to the 
Board Reps. prior to the business meetings.  In addition to the Board Reps., it is anticipated that one 
member of the Executive Committee will attend each Division business meeting to help address the 
issues. 
 
3.  Mark Alley reported on discussions held at the recent meeting of the joint program committee for 
the 2008 annual meetings.  The committee drafted several overarching themes for the 2008 annual 
meetings.  A description of each theme and how they can appeal to each segment of the Societies will 
be circulated to all Division Chairs for comment in the near future. 
 
A800 Scientific Affairs 
1.  Scott Murrell lead a discussion on the potential interest of ASA being involved in the creation of a 
set of standard methods for conducting and analyzing agronomic trials conducted in the field.  Scott 
will contact Don Bullock, Chair of the Biometry Working Group, to discuss this further. 
 
2.  Jerry Hatfield reported that the Farming Systems Design Workshop recently held in Sicily was a 
success.  He will keep the Board informed of progress on the 2009 meeting as ASA will have a lead 
role in hosting the meeting. 
 
 
Meeting adjourned. 


