
ASA Board of Directors Conference Call 
September 5, 2007 

(Call started at 11:00 AM CDT; ended at 11:55 AM) 
 
The meeting was called to order by President Jerry Hatfield.  Board participants were: 
 

Jerry L. Hatfield, ASA President 
Kenneth J. Moore, ASA President-Elect 
Mary Wiedenhoeft, A-1 Board Rep. 
Robert M. Lacey, A-2 Board Rep. 
Jim Kiniry, A-3 Board Rep. 
Robert N. Klein, A-4 Board Rep. 
Steven E. Petrie, A-7 Board Rep. 
James Dunphy, CCA Registrants Board Rep 
Ellen Bergfeld, Chief Executive Officer, ex-officio and Recording Secretary 
 
Also participating: 
Marcus M. Alley, Incoming President-Elect 
David Giulieri, Smith Barney 
Mike Svec, Smith Barney 

 
A101 Nominations for President-Elect 
The process for nomination of candidates to run on the 2008 ballot for President-Elect will soon 
begin.  Jerry Hatfield requested the Board Reps to be thinking of candidates. 
 
A201 Organization, Policy, and Bylaws 
The Alliance of Crop, Soil and Environmental Science Societies (ACSESS) Board met 
August 20-21, 2007  and elected the following officers for 2008:  Jerry Hatfield-Chair; 
Bill Wiebold-Vice Chair; Gary Peterson-Secretary/Treasurer. 
 
The Board discussed the following motions brought forward from the ACSESS Board meeting: 
 
▪ The ACSESS Board took action to recommend to the ASA, CSSA, and SSSA Boards of 
Directors that $150,000 from each Society’s portfolio be transferred to ACSESS for a reserve. 

 
▪ The ACSESS Board took action to cap the ACSESS reserve at 100 percent of annual operating 
expense with a bottom limit of 20 percent of annual operating expense. 

 
▪ The ACSESS Board took action that the ACSESS fee for ASA, CSSA, and SSSA be allocated 
by direct expense plus a management fee of $25,000 per Society per year. 

 
ACTION:  It was moved by Ken Moore to accept the above actions as recommended by the 
ACSESS Board.  Seconded by Mary Wiedenhoeft.  Carried unanimously. 
 
The CSSA and SSSA Boards of Directors will act on the recommendations as well. 
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A211 Budget and Finance 
1.  Smith Barney previously recommended that the Societies move from managed investments to 
exchange traded funds.  This recommendation was recently discussed by the B&F Committee.  
Dave Giulieri and Mike Svec provided an overview of how the account is currently managed 
(50 percent in bonds and 50 percent in stocks) and answered several questions from the Board.  
Moving to exchange traded funds will increase performance, reduce risk and reduce investment 
expenses.  The 50 percent bond portion will be retained. 
 
ACTION:  It was moved by Steve Petrie to adopt the new investment portfolio strategy as 
recommended by Smith Barney, namely, to move from managed investments to exchange traded 
funds, as soon as reasonably possible.  Seconded by Mary Wiedenhoeft.  Carried unanimously. 
 
2.  Steve Petrie reported that the ASA, CSSA, and SSSA B&F Chairs continue to review the 
dues structure.  The B&F Committees worked on the 2008 budget during the August 22-23 
meeting.  It is anticipated that the B&F Committee will finish work on the budget via conference 
call.  A final budget will be presented to the Board for discussion and approval at the annual 
meeting in November. 
 
A300 Publications 
ASA is a cosponsor of the Forage and Grazinglands electronic journal which is part of the Plant 
Management Network (PMN).  As reported during the June 6, 2007 and July 11, 2007 ASA 
Board of Directors conference calls, PMN is looking for a commitment to future development 
and growth including a recommendation that ASA and CSSA become equal owners of some 
portion of PMN, as well as contribute content and editorial support.  Jerry Hatfield, Ken Moore, 
Fran Katz, and Ellen Bergfeld participated in a conference call with PMN leadership.  Joint 
ownership will provide for joint management of PMN with two members representing each 
Society.  It was proposed that ASA would buy-in at a total cost of $55,000.  ASA previously 
contributed $5,000, therefore $20,000 will be contributed in 2008, $15,000 in 2009, and $15,000 
in 2010.  It was agreed that ASA would support PMN in 2008 by providing $20,000 and that 
amount has been included in the 2008 budget.  In addition, it was recommended that ASA 
provide additional editorial support to PMN in composing articles for electronic publishing.  This 
arrangement improves the partnering of the Societies with the American Phytopathological 
Society. 
 
A800 Scientific Affairs 
The Farming Systems Design meeting has grown out of an Memorandum of Understanding with 
the European Society of Agronomy (ESA).  The International Environmental Modeling and 
Software Society (IEMSS) is also part of the meeting.  The meeting occurs every other year and 
alternates between the United States and the European Union.  Jerry Hatfield will attend their 
upcoming meeting in Sicily and recommends that ASA pursue the possibility of hosting the 2009 
meeting. 
 
ACTION:  It was moved by Steve Petrie that ASA pursue a Farming Systems Design meeting in 
2009 with ESA and IEMSS.  Seconded by Jim Kiniry.  Carried unanimously. 
 
 
 
Meeting adjourned. 


