
ASA Board of Directors Conference Call 
July 11, 2007 

(Call started at 11:00 AM CDT; ended at 12:15 PM) 
 
The meeting was called to order by President Jerry Hatfield.  Board participants were: 
 

Jerry L. Hatfield, ASA President 
Kenneth J. Moore, ASA President-Elect 
Robert M. Lacey, A-2 Board Rep. 
Robert N. Klein, A-4 Board Rep. 
Mark L. McFarland, A-5 Board Rep. 
Roland J. Buresh, A-6 Board Rep. 
Steven E. Petrie, A-7 Board Rep. 
Newell R. Kitchen, A-8 Board Rep. 
Kenneth A. Barbarick, ASA Editor-in-Chief, ex-officio 
Calvin O. Qualset, ASF Chair, ex-officio 
Ellen Bergfeld, Chief Executive Officer, ex-officio 
 
Also participating: 
Marcus M. Alley, Incoming President-Elect 
Tom W. Bruulsema, Incoming ICCA Registrants Board Rep. 
David B. Mengel, Communications Task Force Chair 
Fran Katz, Chief Operations Officer 
Luther Smith, Director of Certification Programs 
Cathy Goudreau, Recorder 

 
A092.4 International Certified Crop Adviser Program 
Luther Smith has drafted a proposal for a toolbox that will be presented to the ASA and ICCA 
Executive Committees for refinement before it is brought to the ASA Board of Directors. 
 
A201.4 Strategic Planning 
1.  Jerry Hatfield encouraged the Board to periodically read the Strategic Plan in an effort to keep 
all the activities and task force reports in perspective and to be reminded of ASA’s big audacious 
goal of being a global leader in integrated and sustainable agronomic sciences. 
 
2.  Dave Mengel, Chair of the Communications Task Force, presented a preliminary report 
which focused on electronic communications, particularly the ASA website, and 
communications with graduate students.  The task force recommended that ASA commit to a 
full-time web manager/designer and appoint an editorial type board for the website. 
 
ACTION:  It was moved to hire a full-time web manager/designer and to appoint an editorial 
type board or advisory group for the website.  Seconded.  Carried. 
 
Ellen Bergfeld will follow up with the Budget and Finance Committee regarding budgetary 
implications of this action. 
 
Dave Mengel further reported that the Communications Task Force encourages the appointment 
of a task force to address the issue of ASA’s relationship as a Society to graduate students and 
graduate student recruitment.  Jerry Hatfield will work with Dave Mengel on drafting a charge 
for this task force. 
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The task force will also assess some of the issues of print communications.  In addition, the 
Board requested the task force to consider branding and name recognition.  The task force will 
file a further report prior to the annual meeting. 
 
3.  During the April 2007 Board of Directors meeting Ken Moore gave a power point 
presentation on his vision for ASA and challenged the Board Reps to explore ways to expand the 
scope and interest in their respective Divisions.  As a followup to those discussions, Ken Moore 
will develop a draft set of talking points for discussion during the August 1 Board conference 
call. 
 
A300 Publications 
ASA is a cosponsor of the Forage and Grazinglands electronic journal which is part of the Plant 
Management Network (PMN).  As reported during the June 6, 2007 ASA Board of Directors 
conference call, PMN is looking for a commitment to future development and growth including a 
recommendation that ASA and CSSA become equal owners of some portion of PMN, as well as 
contribute content and editorial support.  Jerry Hatfield will follow up with PMN to obtain a 
clear understanding of what is being proposed and will report back to the Board. 
 
A341 Crops and Soils Magazine 
Fran Katz and Luther Smith provided an update on Crops and Soils Magazine.  It is anticipated 
that upcoming issues will contain articles on nutrient management and mycotoxin.  The SSSA 
Board of Directors has expressed an interest in having Certified Professional Soil Scientists 
(CPSS) represented on the magazine’s advisory board.  It was noted that the advisory board 
currently contains two CPSS representatives, however, if SSSA desires further representation, 
that will be considered. 
 
A711 Program Planning 
1.  The Board reviewed the applications for the leadership development program to be held 
November 3 in New Orleans. 
 
ACTION:  It was moved to accept the applications for the leadership workshop.  Seconded.  
Carried. 
 
Jerry Hatfield will inform the applicants that they have been accepted. 
 
2.  Mark Alley requested the Board to begin thinking about possible keynote speakers for the 
2008 annual meeting which will be a joint meeting between ASA, CSSA, SSSA, and the 
Geological Society of America 
 
A800 Scientific Affairs 
The concept of an Agronomists Without Borders program has been discussed in the past.  
Ken Moore reported that although it is in the initial stages of development it will involve creation 
of an interactive database of members willing to participate in the program.  The Board will be 
kept informed of progress. 


