
ASA Executive Committee Conference Call 
December 15, 2004 

(Call started at 9:00 AM CST; ended at 10:50 AM) 
 
Participants: Lee E. Sommers, ASA President 
 David A. Sleper, ASA President-Elect 
 Lowell E. Moser, ASA Past President 
 James G. Coors, CSSA President 
 Steven L. Fales, CSSA President-Elect 
 Kenneth J. Moore, CSSA Past President 
 John L. Havlin, SSSA President 
 Mary E. Collins, SSSA President-Elect 
 J. Thomas Sims, SSSA Past President 
 Ellen Bergfeld, Executive Vice President 
 Cathy Goudreau, Assistant to the Executive Vice President and Recording Secretary 
 
A002 Executive Committee 
It was confirmed that the next Executive Committee Meeting will be held March 6-9 in Madison, 
Wisconsin.  The dates for the summer meeting have not been finalized but the first week in 
August is preferred. 
 
A011.07 Division A-7 Agricultural Research Station Management 
Division A-7 sponsors the Agricultural Research Station Innovator Award, which is a Divisional 
award.  It has been suggested by A-7 that the award remain a Divisional award for 5 years and if 
successful, consideration be given to moving it to a Society-sponsored award.  The Executive 
Committee was in general agreement with this. 
 
Lee Sommers will communicate this to the leadership of Division A-7. 
 
A201 Organization, Policy, and Byalws 
1.  The Board of Directors has approved the proposed restructuring of the Board and the creation 
of a tri-society Management Committee.  The next step is to ask the A201 Organization, Policy, 
and Bylaws Committee to amend the Bylaws in light of the restructuring.  Lowell Moser, Chair 
of the A201 committee, prepared a first draft of the Bylaws.  During the course of the discussion 
it was the consensus of the group to seek legal counsel on how best to address the management 
entity component of the new structure.  In the meantime, members of Executive Committee will 
email comments to Lowell on the first draft of the Bylaws. 
 
2.  During discussions at the annual meetings in Seattle, it became apparent that there is a desire 
to build a stronger relationship between the Societies and the ACS032 Students of Agronomy, 
Soils, and Environmental Sciences organization.  Lowell Moser will draft a proposal for 
Executive Committee consideration addressing the students’ desire for a stronger relationship 
with the Societies. 
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A711 Program Planning 
The Meetings and Conventions Department at Headquarters is currently working on the World 
Congress of Soil Science, a carbon sequestration meeting, and the Societies’ 2005 annual 
meeting.  Because the Societies’ current abstract submission software cannot accommodate 
abstract submissions simultaneously for concurrent meetings, it will be necessary to either fix the 
current system or purchase software than can handle multiple meetings.  Staff has met with three 
vendors and participated in live web demonstrations.  Headquarters’ recommendation is to sign a 
3-year contract with Conference Exchange to provide the abstract management system at an 
estimated yearly cost of $66,700. 
 
ACTION:  It was moved to go forward with Conference Exchange.  Seconded.  Carried. 
 
It was the consensus of the group that the Budget and Finance Committee be requested to help 
determine options to cover the cost of the program. 
 
ACS836 Biosecurity 
The Executive Committee received a copy of a report from Paul Umbeck, the Societies’ 
Biosecurity Point Person. 
 
ACTION:  It was moved to continue the Biosecurity Point Person position for another 6 months, 
after which time it will be reviewed again.  Seconded.  Carried. 
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